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ORGANISATION Chester Cathedral  DEPARTMENT Events 

ORGANISATION 
BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION 

Chester Cathedral is located within Chester city centre and comprises of the main 
Church and its estate. The Cathedral was founded from the Benedictine Abbey built 
in 1092 and developed from 1250 onwards. The style exhibited in the structure and 
stonemasonry is described as Gothic.  
 
Today the Cathedral is a well-known visitor attraction welcoming over 300,000 visitors 
each year, as well as a spiritual sanctuary with regular worship. A Refectory café, 
shop and regular tours (including tower tours and guided ground floor tours), enhance 
visitor experience, alongside various educational exhibitions, events and fine dining 
opportunities. The estate consists of both public and private gardens, residential and 
commercial property lettings, as well as a Cathedral stonemasonry yard and original 
stone gateway.  
 
The Cathedral Office sits externally from the Cathedral building, in one of the estates 
commercial lettings and operates weekdays 9am-5pm. Whereas the Cathedral itself 
operates seven days a week with visitors and congregations welcomed on most days 
between 9am and 6pm. Staff working within the building can work anytime between 
6am-3am, depending on the schedule of events, services and operational works 
undertaken by the Vestry & Events Teams.  
 
Health and Safety is actively embedded within the organisations core values and 
beliefs. It is discussed as part of the agenda of every Managers, Leadership & 
Chapter meeting. Chester Cathedral strives to have a good health and safety culture. 
The Dean of Chester Cathedral is responsible for the Cathedrals leadership. The 
Dean is supported by a governing body known as ‘Chapter’ and two Directors (the 
Commercial Operations Director and the Executive Director). The Commercial 
Director has overarching responsibility for Health and Safety, Security, IT, Retail and 
Operations. The Cathedral employs a Safety & Security Manager, as well as being 
supported by an external Safety Advisor. All Department Managers are trained to 
IOSH Managing Safely standards. 

DESCRIPTION 
OF ACTIVITY 
LOCATION  

This risk assessment will cover the main 
body of the Church known as the Cathedral 
Nave & South Transept (refer to Cathedral 
Map in ‘Appendix’), where the event will 
take place; as well as the Cloisters; Welfare 
Facilities; and Green Rooms used.  
 
The Nave is located centrally to the building 
with various avenues known as Transepts 
and Cloisters adjacent. It has several stone 
columns located down the North & South 
side aisles and is decorated with ancient 
mosaics, stonemasonry, and plaques.  
To the east of the Nave there is an ancient 
wooden Quire screen, and to the South is 
one of the largest transepts in the country. 
The Cathedrals rich history can be seen 
throughout the Nave, as well as a LEGO 
model replica, which is in the Nave South 
Side Aisle.  
 
The recent install of the new Pilgrim Porch 
(West Doors) has been completed. The 
Pilgrim Porch will not be used during the 
event. 
 
A large exhibition piece, know as ‘Peace 
Doves’ will be suspended in the South 
Transept.  
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ACTIVITY 

Cheshire Beaver and Cub Scouts Peace Doves Sleepovers 
Friday 13th June 2025 
 
A Beaver and Cub  Scouts overnight sleepover event including activities such as; a 
scavenger hunt, crafts, peace themed activity, cathedral objects, Storytime, movie 
and catering (supper & breakfast).  
 

Staff. 

Anthony Lees- Smith 
(Canon Missioner) 
Elizabeth Butterworth 
(Safety Manager) 
Corentyn Smith  
(Head Verger) 
Jamie Eley & Team 
(Food& Beverage  Manager) 
 
    

 

WHAT ARE THE 
HAZARDS 

WHO MIGHT BE HARMED 
AND HOW? 

CURRENT CONTROLS 
CURRENT 

RISK 
RATING 

ADDITIONAL CONTROLS 
REQUIRED 

(To include responsibilities and 
timescales 

FUTURE RISK 
RATING 
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Slips, trips & falls 
 
Uneven stone flooring 
throughout the Nave & 
access routes, can lead to 
trips. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff, Scout Leaders & Beavers 
and Cubs. 
 
Cuts, bruises, strains, and 
sprains are the most likely 
injuries. Broken bones and 
fractures could be possible 
injuries also. They could all 
occur from tripping over 
uneven stone, cobbles and/or 
spillages of candle oil.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some parts of the Cathedral floor 
are over 900 years old and are 
preserved and protected to 
prevent any further deterioration. 
Ropes are currently used to make 
public aware of closed off areas 
with signage explaining why. 
Areas of concern may be 
barriered off (Baptistery) and 
tensor barriers used to ensure 
traffic management stick to 
approved areas of access.  
 
Upon entry into the Cathedral & 
Estate, signage is prominently 
placed alerting everyone of 
uneven floors and trip hazards 
(i.e. steps). Staff will carry out 
regular walkarounds throughout 
the building, checking the floors 
for any concerns and alerting 
roaming public who are nearby; 
especially those with accessibility 
needs. 

West Steps area checked daily to 
ensure the area is clear, clean 
and differentiation of step levels 
via the use of hazard tape and 
metal studs set within the stone.  

 

The majority of Cathedral staff 
are first aid trained. First aid kits 
are prominently placed around 
the Cathedral and Estate. 
Defibrillators are based in the 
Vestry; Tower & Work’s Yard 
external cabinet.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Medium 

Cub Staff lists to be provided to Duty 
Manager. Roles and responsibilities 
outlined during the safety briefing. 
Scout leaders are responsible for their 
own group during the event, including 
registration; and in the event of an 
evacuation.  
Timescale: Each event 
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 

 

All internal technical AV equipment to 
be managed by Cathedral Team. 
Equipment set-up will be checked, 
and any loose wires will be correctly 
secured using the matting or tape 
provided.  

Timescale: On the day 
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager  

 

 

The area will be dynamically risk 
assessed on the day for any changes. 

Timescale: On the day 

Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager  

 

Lights are dimmed for evening events. 
Cathedral Staff have torches on their 
person during this period. Lighting is 
raised upon entry and exit. The 
Cathedral DM will raise the lighting if 
required at any point during the event. 

Uplighters to be positioned at the 
cloister doors to signpost the way to 
washrooms overnight. 

Timescale: Per event 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Low 
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 Responsible individual: Duty 

Manager 

 

Beavers and Cubs and leaders to be 
briefed around placement of bags 
when setting out sleeping areas in 
order to not present a trip hazard 
should an evacuation need to take 
place, or someone requires moving 
around at night. 

Timescale: Per event 

Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 

 

Leaders to remain in the cloister 
between Nave and toilets overnight to 
prevent running in this area. 

Timescale: Per event 

Responsible individual: Event 
Organiser 
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Manual Handling Cathedral Staff. 

 
Various injuries including  
cuts, bruises, strains, and 
sprains are the most likely 
injuries. Broken bones and 
fractures could be possible 
injuries also. 
 

Cathedral staff to follow SSOW & 
Risk Assessments for all tasks 
involving manual handling in the 
setup and derig of event layouts. 
 
Safety footwear is provided for all 
staff who assist with moving 
chairs/platform.  
 
West Step railings to be added (if 
not already in place) as per 
agreed cathedral SSOW and risk 
assessment  
 

 
 
 
 

Medium 

No further controls identified.   
 
 

 

Fire 
 
Several candle banks are 
located around the Nave 
and in smaller chapels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff, Scout Leaders & 
Beavers, Cubs. 
 
Spillages of oil from the candle 
banks could lead to a fire and 
could result in injuries including 
scolds, blisters, burns, smoke 
inhalation and death.  
 
Staff and volunteers that check 
and manage the candle banks 
hourly could be prone to burns 
whilst cleaning candle banks 
and changing candles. 

Candles and wicks will be 
removed from candle banks for 
the duration of the event.   
 
Sand is used to extinguish flames 
of candles when the building 
closes/relocating of the candle 
banks. Metal buckets instead of 
trays to be used to ensure empty 
candle votives are completely 
extinguished before being 
displaced in waste disposal.  
 
First aiders are trained on how to 
deal with burn injuries. Training 
records are kept up to date and 
competency tested.  
 
The Cathedral FRA is updated 
frequently with the aid of 
Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service 
as well as Heritage Fire & Safety. 
Staff are alerted to any changes 
and are trained in the handling of 
extinguishers by the Emergency 
Fire & Rescue Services.  

 
 
 
 
 

Low 

Chester Fire Station aware of events 
occurring. 
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Low 
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Smoking area located via Slype 
door for Scout leaders. Metal 
sand buckets available and areas 
checked during regular 
walkarounds.  
 

Evacuation  
 
In the event of a 
confirmed fire, resulting in 
a Cathedral-wide 
evacuation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff, Scout Leaders, Beavers 
and Cubs. 
 
In the event of an evacuation, 
panic could cause chaos and 
result in crowding and risk of 
crush.  
 
Unfamiliarity with the venue 
 
A Cathedral fire could lead to 
extensive damage to the 
building and fabric, as well as 
severe injuries and death.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly fire alarm tests are 
carried out by the Vestry Team.  
 
All fire extinguishers are placed in 
prominent locations and checked 
weekly. Daily walkarounds 
reduces the risk of any issues 
arising.  
 
Fire exits are clearly labelled with 
signage. Doors A, C & F are 
accessible fire exits. Doors B, D & 
E are stepped access. Break 
glass points located throughout 
with manual override to the 
Paxton security system, to ensure 
restricted areas open in the event 
of an evacuation.  
 
Evacuation routes outlined and 
reviewed on a yearly basis. 
Training of key staff workers and 
Duty managers to ensure 
evacuation protocols met. 
 
Fire Assembly Point: Abbey 
Square 
Secondary Point  St Werburgh’s 
Church, Grosvenor Park Road, 
Chester CH1 1QJ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Medium 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Increase the number of practise 
evacuations from bi-annual to 
quarterly. Also change the staff 
member carrying out these 
evacuations to differing duty 
managers, supervisors, and vergers 
so that competency can be tested, 
and confidence built.  
Timescale: Ongoing 
Responsible individual: Safety & 
Security Manager  
 
 
Chester Fire Station aware of events 
occurring. 
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 
 

Refuge area in the city if evacuation 
occurs, St Werburgh’s Church, 
Grosvenor Park Road, Chester CH1 
1QJ. There is no facility to sleep here, 
if this occurs we would ask that young 
people are collected from here ASAP.  
Parents and Carers will  be directed to  
St Werburgh’s Church, Grosvenor 
Park Road, Chester CH1 1QJ. and 
should then follow direction from our 
security team as to parking 
arrangements still to be confirmed 

Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Low 
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Cathedral staff are first aid trained. 
First aid kits are prominently placed 
around the Cathedral and Estate. 
Defibrillators are based in the Vestry; 
Tower & Work’s Yard. Staff will be on 
call to respond to radio calls for first 
aid.  

County Scout Team to be provided 
with Cathedral radio’s. 

Timescale: Per event 

Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 

 

A full safety briefing to take place at 
the start of the event, including what 
to do in event of a fire, and warning 
that the fire alarm is loud. 

Timescale: Per event 

Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 

 

Leaders positioned closest to exit 
doors/light switches to receive 
separate briefing, and be shown how 
to operate these. As a heritage 
building fire exits are not push bars. 

Timescale: Per event 

Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 

 

 
 

Security  
 
In the event of an 
emergency situation, 
resulting in a Cathedral 

All.  
 
In the event of an evacuation, 
panic could cause chaos and 
result in crowding, risk of crush, 
various injuries, and death.   

Staff trained in Run, Hide, Tell.  
 
Cathedral radio system in place 
and access to phones for external 
contact. As well as having access 
to the City Link radio.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff and client briefing on the day.  
Timescale: Per event  
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 
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lockdown/or evacuation 
(dependent on threat).  
Prevention of intruders. 
 
Ensuring young person 
does not leave building 
without an adult. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Terrorism threat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the event of a city-wide 
evacuation from confirmed 
threat. This could cause chaos 
and result in crowding, risk of 
crush, various injuries, and 
death.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cathedral staff aware of dress 
code. Lanyards to be worn at all 
times. Signing in/out via 
Admissions/Paxton, and radios in 
use when on duty.  
 
In the event of an emergency, the 
Cathedral’s PA system would be 
used to communicate with 
attendees.  
 
An SIA badged Security Guard 
will be present at the main 
entrance throughout the event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Safe dispersal to an agreed 
location encouraged as per Run, 
Hide, Tell. If suitable. Otherwise, 
Cathedral lockdown procedure 
will occur. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Low 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Low 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Slype door is push button operated, 
County team will be based in the 
Cloister room next to this door for the 
duration of the event.  
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager/ Event Organiser.  
 
Main Cathedral entrance is to be 
secured with a single bolt during the 
event, in the event of a fire this can be 
opened easily from the inside. Young 
people to be advised that this is a fire 
exit only, and to stay away from this 
area. 
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager/ Event Organiser. 
 
Cathedral gardens will be secured 
during the event, in event of 
evacuation these will be opened to 
allow attendees out. 
Responsible individual: Head 
Verger 
 
All doors to be secured during the 
event, but able to be operated as fire 
exits if required. 
Responsible individual: Head 
Verger 
 
 
 
CCTV monitoring will be in place and 
additional patrols from ANCHOR 
security when agreed as required.  
Timescale: Prior to event 
arrangement. 
Responsible individual: Safety & 
Security Manager  

 
 
 
 

Low 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Low 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Low 
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Protection of cathedral 
fabric and assets  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Damage and destruction of 
fabric resulting in loss and 
irreplaceable damage.  
Slips, trips & falls resulting in 
various injuries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children will be prevented from 
sitting/standing on the Nave North 
aisle ledges and will be asked to 
get down, to prevent damage to 
the mosaics.  
 
Quire, North Transept, South 
Transept Chapels & Baptistery 
area to be roped off at all times.  
Quire gate to be closed 
throughout event once activities 
have finished.  
 
Vestry Door to be closed and 
inner doors locked to reduce risk 

 
 
 
 

Low 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Cathedral staff are first aid trained. 
First aid kits are prominently placed 
around the Cathedral and Estate. 
Defibrillators are based in the Vestry; 
Tower & Work’s Yard. Staff will be on 
call to respond to radio calls for first 
aid.  
Timescale: Per event 
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 
 

 

Training of staff and stewards as per 
SCaN (various levels) underway. 
Timescale: Ongoing 
Responsible individual: Safety & 
Security Manager 
 
Bins are regularly emptied and 
checked throughout the night to 
prevent overflowing and reduce risk of 
terrorism opportunities.  
Timescale: Ongoing 
Responsible individual: Duty Verger 
 
 
Any fabric/assets identified as high 
value/at risk will be removed and 
relocated for the duration of the event.  
Timescale: Prior to event  
Responsible individual: Cathedral 
Archivist  
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of theft.  
 

Electricity 
 
Overloading power supply 
with multiple types of 
equipment can lead to risk 
of electrical fire. 

Staff. 
 
Overloading of circuits by using 
multiple extension adapters 
can lead to electric shock 
(tingling, muscle spasms, 
shock symptoms, cardiac 
arrest), direct burns (blisters, 
skin damage, internal organs 
can be affected depending on 
entry route into the body) and 
indirect burns.  
 
 
Overheating of portable lighting 
and camera equipment during 
charging and use can lead to 
fires; (burns, smoke inhalation  
and death) and secondary 
hazards such as trips (from 
using many extension leads 
with insufficient matting 
controls). 
 

First aiders are trained on how to 
deal with electrical injuries. 
Training records are kept up to 
date and competency tested.  
 
All areas of the Cathedral 
including the Nave are tested for 
Fixed Wiring Certification as and 
when specified by the guidance.  
 
 
 
 
Electrical equipment is covered 
within the FRA, carried out by the 
Cathedral annually with Heritage 
Fire & Safety. 
All electrical equipment is 
Portable Appliance Tested 
internally (PAT) upon entry to the 
Cathedral and estate and tested 
annually by trained members of 
staff.  

 
 

 
 
 

Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium 
 

No further controls identified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No further controls identified.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Access 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crowd Management  

 
 

Staff, Scout Leaders & Beavers 
and Cubs. 
 
Uneven surfaces can cause 
trips and fall.  
 
Adverse weather can cause 
slippery surfaces. 
 
 
 
Overcrowding of the area can 
lead to a variety of injuries 
(including, crush, anxiety, etc.)  

Regular walkarounds by Staff & 
Duty Manager to ensure areas 
are kept clear and free from 
obstruction.  
 
Nave to be clear of chairs for 
sleepover area. Deckchairs and 
blankets will be located in the 
South Transept under Gaia.  
 
Staff and Scout leaders to be 
located at various points for 
ingress, registrations, activities, 
sleepover, and facilities 

 
 
 
 

Low 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium 
 

Young people sleeping in central nave 
area, leaders in the side aisles 
adjacent to their young people.  
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager/County Scout Teams 
 
 
Tensa barriers around liturgical 
furniture to prevent access.  
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 
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management throughout the 
event.  
 
Event capacity capped at 400 
young people.  
 
All fire exit doors will be 
monitored. Any other doors will 
be locked once the event begins.  
 
One way system used for 
admission and registration 
 
Toilet capacity limited, active 
management of queue will be in 
place. (see Safeguarding section) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

COVID-19 
 
Passing of illness 
 
 

Staff, Scout Leaders & Beavers 
and Cubs. 
 
The spread of the contagion 
coronavirus whilst participating 
or engaging in the celebrations. 
People becoming unwell during 
the event. 
 
 

As per government guidance, 
face masks are not required to be 
worn. However, attendees and all 
staff can wear a face mask, 
should they feel more 
comfortable.  
 
 
Ventilation from Cloisters and 
having the NW & NE inner doors 
open.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium  

Continue with enhanced cleaning 
before and after event.  
Timescale: On the day 
Responsible individual: Head 
Verger 
 

Cathedral staff are first aid trained. 
First aid kits are prominently placed 
around the Cathedral and Estate. 
Defibrillators are based in the Vestry; 
Tower & Work’s Yard. Staff will be on 
call to respond to radio calls for first 
aid.  

Timescale: Per event 

Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 

 

Cathedral toilets to be cleaned as 
required during the event. A full deep 
clean to take place before the event, 
and overnight. 

Responsible individual: Duty Verger 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Low 
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Violence 
 
Staff and volunteer 
exposure to violence from 
members of the public  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff, Scout Leaders & Beavers 
and Cubs. 
 
Staff and event attendees 
exposure to violence from 
members of the public on entry 
or exit; could lead to injury or 
bullying (both verbal and 
physical).  
 
Staff and event attendees 
exposure to petitions, riots and 
verbal abuse which can lead to 
violence.  
 
Injuries occurring from 
encounters with substance 
abusers in the Cathedral 
estate. These can include, 
cuts, bruises, needlestick 
injuries, fractures, and anxiety.  
 

The Cathedral operate an internal 
staff radio communications 
system for when staff  require 
assistance from incidents 
(including assault, weapons, 
abuse, threats, etc.) 
 
The Cathedral is linked in with the 
Chester City Link Radio System 
which is directly patched in city 
centre CCTV control and with 
Cheshire Police. Using this radio 
system will alert the city of an 
altercation taking place, and 
support will be promptly 
dispatched from the Police 
Station (situated directly across 
the road from the Cathedral). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium 
 
 
 
 

 

CCTV monitoring will be in place and 
additional patrols from ANCHOR 
security when agreed as required.  
Timescale: Prior to event 
arrangement. 
Responsible individual: Safety & 
Security Manager  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food & Beverage 
 
 

Staff, Scout Leaders & Beavers 
and Cubs. 
 
Sickness, various illness, falls, 
minor & major injuries, cuts, 
burns, etc.  
 
Allergens 
 
Supply of water 

Crowd management during 
supper required at the back of the 
Nave for Supper. Breakfast will 
be served in the 
Cloisters/Refectory.   
 
Food will be served pre-wrapped 
or given in takeaway disposable 
packaging.  
 
Temperature of food served will 
be monitored, to ensure not too 
hot.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium 
 

Cathedral to be made aware of any 
allergies by Scout Leaders. 
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager/ Event Organiser 
 
Young people to bring own water 
bottles. Refill by Scout Leaders.  
Responsible individual: Scout 
Leaders 
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Self-service ‘hot station’ of tea & 
coffee for Scout Leaders will be 
maintained by the staff. Self-
service only and beverages are 
dispensed from urns. 
 
Power supply to the urns is via an 
extension lead plugged in, this 
will be routed to prevent trip 
hazards.  
Person Responsible: Duty 
Manager  
 
Full separate risk assessments 
for food safety and allergens are 
in place and independently 
inspected by external auditors 
twice yearly. 5* Food Hygiene 
status maintained. All F&B staff 
have full food safety and allergen 
training. Allergens should be 
notified in advance, and will be 
catered for. Any allergens we are 
made aware of on the day will be 
catered for but may result in 
delays. 
Person Responsible: F&B 
Manager  
 
Water is available in the Café to 
fill up bottles, young people have 
been asked to bring a full bottle 
with them. 
Person Responsible: F&B 
Manager  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adverse 
Weather/Temperature 

All.  
 

Check weather forecasts in the 
run up and on the day of the 

 
 

In the event of severe weather 
warnings, work with the client to 
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Risk of injury or illness 
due to elements out of our 
control 
Cold temperature in the 
Cathedral 
 

A variety of Illness or injury 
caused as a result of adverse 
weather conditions.  
 

event to anticipate any potential 
disruption from high winds, ice, or 
wet weather.  
 
Wet floor signs, increased 
cleaning and walkarounds to 
minimise slips & trips from wet 
surfaces.  
 
 

 
 
 

Low 
 

determine how and whether the event 
can continue.  
Timescale: On the day 
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 
 
Gritting of external areas to be 
undertaken in icy conditions. 
Timescale: On the day 
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 
 
It will be cold within the Cathedral, 
young people advised to come 
dressed in suitable clothes for 
sleeping (tracksuits, hats, gloves, roll 
mats and sleeping bags). Underfloor 
heating in the Nave will be on low. 
Groups to be advised to bring spare 
bedding if necessary. 
Warm drinks are available, and foil 
blankets in first aid kits on site. 
Timescale: On the day 
Responsible individual: Event 
Organiser 
 

 
 
 

Low 
 

 
 

 

First Aid 
 
 

All Cathedral staff are first aid 
trained. First aid kits are 
prominently placed around the 
Cathedral and Estate. 
Defibrillators are based in the 
Vestry; Tower & Work’s Yard. 
Staff will be on call to respond to 
radio calls for first aid.  

Timescale: Per event 

Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Low 

First aid by Scout Leaders if available 
and trained. Overall first aid 
responsibility will be discussed on an 
event-by-event basis, using guidance 
from ‘The Purple Guide’. 

Timescale: Per event 

Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager  

 
 
 
 
 

Low 
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Staff Wellbeing  
 
 
 
 
 
Stress 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Long working hours  
 

Staff Handheld torches, high-vis 
jackets, uniform, Staff ID 
lanyards, radios and any required 
PPE will be provided to all staff.  

 

Staff briefing prior to event to be 
held outlining roles and 
responsibilities.  

Timescale: Per event 

Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 

 

Breaks will be organised by the 
DM. Over busy/short-staff 
periods, regular breaks to be 
taken as agreed. Hot drinks & 
water available.  

Timescale: Per event 

Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 
 

 
Low 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Low 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Low 

No further controls identified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No further controls identified.  
 
 
 
 
No further controls identified 

 

Other Considerations  
 
 

All other spaces in use 
 
 
 
 
GDPR  
 
 
 
Safeguarding  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All areas utilised for green rooms 
will follow the general cathedral 
risk assessments.  
 
 
As per Cathedral GDPR policy 
 
 
 
Scout Association Safeguarding 
Policies and Procedures will be 
followed. Chester Cathedral 
Safeguarding Policies and 
procedures will be shared with 
the Scout Association. 
 
The Cathedral employs a full-time 
Safeguarding Officer who 

 
 

Low 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium 
 
 

Please refer to specific risk 
assessments (if applicable).  
 
 
 
No further controls identified. 
 
 
 
Cub groups will remain with Scout 
Leaders in their designated areas at 
all times.  
Responsible individual: Scout 
Leaders 
 
 
Main Visitor Toilets (located to the 
rear of the Shop) will be used for 

 
 

Low 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Low 
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ASSESSMENT CARRIED 
OUT BY 

Elizabeth Butterworth 
(Safety & Security Manager)  

DATE 
30.01.2023  
Reviewed by Jon Turley – 07.02.2025 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mentors, supports and 
documents all safeguarding 
related concerns. The 
Safeguarding Officer works with 
an elected SAG (Safeguarding 
Advisory Group), as well as 
linking in with the Diocesan 
Safeguarding Team and Cheshire 
Police. The Safeguarding Officer 
is well known to all staff and has 
regular catchups with staff to 
ascertain any concerns, as well 
as investigate any incidents. 
 
The Cathedral follows a ‘Lost 
Child policy’ procedure in the 
event of a missing child being 
identified. All Duty Manager are 
aware of this procedure.  
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young people only. The Main Visitor 
Entrance Toilets will be used for over 
18-year-olds only.  
Responsible individual: Scout 
Leaders & Duty Manager 
 
Young people dropped off/collected 
as per Scout organisation policies & 
procedures.  
 Responsible individual: Scout 
Leaders & Event Organiser 
 
CCTV operates throughout the 
Cathedral (except washroom areas). 
Participants to be advised to arrive 
wearing sleeping clothing such as a 
tracksuit, bringing a hat/gloves if 
required.  
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager 
 
Young people sleeping in central nave 
area, leaders in the side aisles 
adjacent to their young people.  
Organising team to have Cloister 
Room/Vestibule available to them. 
Responsible individual: Duty 
Manager/County Scout Teams 
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Please enter a date below for reviewing the risk assessment. As a minimum, it should be reviewed annually but a much shorter time period may be necessary depending on the activity and risk rating. You should also 

review your risk assessment if you think it might no longer be valid (e.g. following an accident in the workplace or if there are any significant changes to hazards such as new work equipment or work activities). Each time 

the assessment is reviewed, a new review date should be set in the box below: 

 

COMPLETING THE RISK ASSESSMENT FORM 

(For further information, see ‘Risk Assessment Form Guidance’) 

 

1. Hazards – make a list of all the relevant hazards associated with the task/activity (i.e. anything that has the potential to cause harm).  

2. Who can be harmed – make a list of ALL categories of people who could be harmed by the hazard and how. 

3. Current controls – list what is currently in place to protect people from the hazards.  

4. Risk score – using TABLE A, take into account your current control measures and rate each hazard based on the likelihood of injury occurring and the hazard severity.         

5. Additional controls required - list any additional controls that will further reduce the risk rating score. Ensure responsibilities for tasks and timescales are added. 

6. Residual risk score – re-calculate the risk score after the introduction of the additional controls. Compare the residual risk score with TABLE B and take further action if necessary.  

 

TABLE A                   TABLE B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAZARD SEVERITY 
1 - INSIGNIFICANT  (e.g. discomfort, slight bruising) 

2 - MINOR   (e.g. small cut, abrasion, basic first aid required) 

3 - MODERATE  (e.g. strain, sprain, incapacitation > 3 days) 

4 - SERIOUS (e.g. fracture, hospitalisation > 24 Hrs,  

incapacitation > 4 weeks) 

5 - FATAL   (single or multiple) 

 

LIKELIHOOD 
1 – VERY UNLIKELY  (almost never) 

2 - UNLIKELY  (occurs rarely) 

3 - POSSIBLE  (could occur, but uncommon) 

4 - LIKELY   (recurrent but not frequent) 

5 – VERY LIKELY  (occurs frequently) 
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HAZARD SEVERITY 
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Appendix. 

Cathedral Floor Plan 
(Doors A-F are listed emergency exits) 

First Aid Kit locations 

Defibrillator locations 

 

& Admissions 

Located in the 

     Tower Chamber 


